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SUBJECT: SCHOOL FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM (LUNCH AND BREAKFAST) 

School Food Service Program (Lunch and Breakfast) 
 

The District participates in the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program and 
Special Milk Program to receive commodities and subsidies from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). In return, the District provides free and reduced price meals to elementary and secondary 
students in its schools and serves meals that meet federal requirements. 

 
The Superintendent or his/her designee shall carry out the rules of the School Lunch and Breakfast 

Programs. The determination of which students are eligible is the responsibility of the Reviewing 
Official and Verification Official or the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance of the 
Department of Social Services. Appeals regarding eligibility should be submitted to the District’s 
Hearing Official. 

 
The District may allow free or reduced price meals for qualifying District students after receiving 

a written application from the student's parent or guardian or a "direct certification" letter from the New 
York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA). Applications will be provided by 
the School District to all families. 

 
School officials must also determine eligibility for free/reduced price meals and milk by using the 

Direct Certification Matching Process. Any student residing in a household receiving federal assistance 
through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance to Needy 
Families (TANF), or Medicaid, is automatically eligible for free meals and milk; Eligible families will 
not have to complete further applications. School Districts shall notify parents or guardians of such 
eligibility, giving them the opportunity to decline free meals and milk if they so choose. 

 

Child Nutrition Program/Charging Meals 
 

Since the District participates in one or more Child Nutrition Programs, federal guidelines require 
the adoption of a policy covering the charging of meals by students. Meals may be charged within the 
following parameters: 

 

a) Students in grades 6-12 are only allowed to charge the dollar equivalent of one reimbursable meal 
after their prepaid funds have been exhausted; 

 
b) Students in grades K-5 are allowed to charge the dollar equivalent of three reimbursable meals 

after their prepaid funds have been exhausted. If a K-5 student comes to school without a lunch 
after exceeding the maximum reimbursable meal limit, the District may provide a reimbursable 
meal (charged to the account) so that the student does not go hungry that day; 

 
c) The only item permitted to be charged is a complete reimbursable meal. A la carte items such as 

snacks or ice cream may not be charged; 
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SUBJECT: SCHOOL FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM (LUNCH AND BREAKFAST) (Cont'd.) 
 
 

d) As  appropriate,  District  administration  may  contact  Social  Services  to  report  a  student’s 
consistent failure to arrive at school with a meal. 

 
Unpaid meal charges should be addressed with the student’s parent or guardian who is responsible 

for providing funds for meal purchases. When a student reaches the dollar equivalent of three meal 
charges a letter indicating the meals charged and the amount is sent home to the parent or guardian. If 
the District does not receive payment after a letter is sent home, the School Lunch Director receives 
notification and shall attempt to resolve the situation with the family and if necessary, the assistance of 
the school principal. Unresolved debts to the school food service program may be turned over to 
District Administration or the school attorney for additional action, up to and including collections. 

 
The District’s meal charge policy will be distributed to all households and applicable staff in 

writing at the start of each school year and to new households that transfer into the district during the 
school year. 

 


